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Research progress on the role of growth differentiation factor 15 in the
pathogenesis of multiple myeloma*
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Abstract: With the aggravation of aging in China, the incidence and mortality of multiple myeloma (MM) are increasing
year by year. Although anticancer drugs are constantly emerging, the treatment of MM is still facing severe challenges due
to tumor metastasis and drug resistance. Clinical studies have shown that growth and differentiation factor 15 (GDF15) is
associated with a variety of MM serum markers, including B2-microglobulin (32-MG). In addition, in vitro cell studies
have confirmed that GDF15 maintains the self-renewing and proliferation of tumor cells by activating Akt/SOX2 and its
downstream microRNA-143-3p/c-MET and Bmi-1/Bim. GDF15 is also involved in regulating MDR1 and Bax/Bel-2 to
promote MM drug resistance. Although GDF15 is found to promote MM metastasis, its mechanism of action remains to be
elucidated. This review summarizes the role and mechanism of GDF15 in various physiological activities of MM, and the
further study of GDF15 on MM resistance and metastasis is expected.
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Z kM BE (multiple myeloma, MM ) 42— Fifr
AT AN iR, G S AR 2 B R I A
FEFH AN WK B S P SRR BR AT 1T MM
R ZR G , H R ALY i T A e e 26
B 1% B TR R 1) 13%'%' . MM (¥ % 993 HL i 7]
ABJE 1 T st A% S i AR AR PEIAE | A B SR
g o L A R B B AR TP B AR A
I RNA e 55 2R ] L2 B BRI R 458 2k 2, DT 512 9
B M S 240 M B R P A S R Tz B (A LA
RIRHLHRIAIA FE R A RIS . A KL 7 15
(growth differentiation factor 15, GDF15) 7 Z Fft jfJi
s Ik, 5 R B TE R AEHTE Sl T A A
FAE B OCHR , HS5 MM ) 2 Fh fa R R = AR G, T 1
MM 1) £ [ 23 S0 RN B B9 g R s o PR, R
B GDF 15 L HF i A 56 P 7 (9 52 2 42 LA X MM
HIAVEHT A B T8 78 MM A9 LI R0 I A8 1Y 43+
259 . A SO GDF1S Xk MM () 5 145 7 A= 2
THRER 2 S HAE FHRILTR AT 25 5 A

1 GDF15{g iR M 25 fniE %

GDFI15 & T #4b =K H F - B (transforming
growth factor—B, TGF-B) H ZK % il 51 , 76 1E #2141
HR SR (HAE ML B 4R L S AE | S PR 451405 45 B 38
RS E B R IEY . Emmerson 55 JIESL, 520
JH YR P #h 25°5 57 T (glial cell line—derived neuro-
trophic factor, GDNF) ZK % o ¥ 5% & (GDNF—family
receptor a—like, GFRAL)JE GDF15 ()4 532 KR!
TGS G ATOE N2 AR T, SR E AR
i JeA G o LA B AR RE S R B S e Mg
W IAFAESCHK' o ITAER , GDF15 3% Bl b 78 4 Jifd o2
2 245 % 5 A FH i 22 ek g 2 JR 75 T 14 O S ok
HZ B FEAN . Zhao 557 KB, GDF15 5 /R 1A R
T ARG, L BT A7 B Y e 40 i, GDF 1S
Fik T, R B - 18] 57 %% 4K (epithelial-mesen-
chymal transition, EMT)$¢ 4t 34 5% ; #i /K GDF15 A]
B8 ST 24 20 0 R SR T BB ST EMT
T AR . Bellio 55 BIFFEIESE , FL IR 2545
AT 1 (drug tolerant persister, DTP) 4 ifd ] 38 1o 43
Wi B GDF15 kAR A B A2 Ay 24 iy 30055 5L
JUg 9 BB R R S AP RS A A (patient—derived xeno-
graft organoids, PDXO0) .PDX /]y R 4H 2R A1 — [ P 2L

Ji g /N R AL SR B RE Y (L 55 3R 0, GDF 15 AT A Hy
et e 240 M it 245 P A I B R RS . 24 GDF15/GFRAL
i BB sIRNA GFRAL IS , B3 X B g 2591 1)
U PT A 2] A . IEAh , GDF1S 38 A 3 4% i
Ras #1 il # FH (Ras suppressor protein 1, RSU-1) T
BRI 2500 e e R AR/ FH Y . 2T I o Bk 2
Ji1 98 i GDF15 5 RSU-1 WA 7L IE MK &, 9 HL
GDF15 it 5 /N G & 8 ZE 15 1) . 8 1% i 5t RhoA
GTP il 557 4 J& 5 [ 13 (matrix metalloproteinase
13, MMP13) . PINCH-1 (particularly interesting new
cysteine—histidine rich protein—1) & H 17 7& A B 1E
FHUO ) He £ % B, SULF2 Al i 3 GDF15 iF 4] 14
¥ TGF—B/Smad {55 53 [ , 42 7 [ J 45 200 it 184 B A
%% . Chen ZHF 5% % B, GDF15 Al 3 1 34 3%
TGF-B/Smad 15 538 # 42 #F MMP13 | IfiL & P9 fiz 4= K
K A (vascular endothelial erowth factor A, VEGFA)
SERERS M G ER R 23R NI S RUR Al L e A
FUZZE ., Joo ZE WHFSE & BL, GDF15 A i 4 34 5 i
T8 20 L STAT3 Bl R A0 5 538 6, {1 ek 722 40 M Jd A 452
HETE G/G, 1, A il FC 36 5, I B AR L B8 R
Z2He 7] . GDF15 i Al 1458 MM 20 X 5835 & (i
Al oK SRR E Mg S5 e I R824 ) | i 245 Pk ey R
PR M2 L A £E 5 6 L 2R TR, GDFLS R
AT Sk e e A W b 5, A g v 1) S
PRI P BE TR R i 2 . AR iR i #E b, GDF 15
A3l o — R FE 5 0 %  MMP13 . VEGFA %3]
B SR [, A2 1 40 A 25 5T 2 A sl A8 A= 1, A i eg 4
LIS 7 1k R B AT R S5 . AR, GDF15
T bR A0 R DR AP T I R, D GDF LS 19 £ TR
AFRFE MM 1 KA & Aa  rT A Y
2 GDF155 MM Wf/aEx

ML GDF15 7K F-5 MM () G g 403 FiUs Ko7
RAFTEAA M . Hidman 250558 55 % 14245 MM 2 %
(A1 PR B4 8 A7 43 BT, & B RE TR MM R 2 Il 3
GDF15 7K & 2 & T JoiE ik MM 4, H GDF157K
V-5 sVEGFR1 . B2 f#3K £ 1 (B2-microglobulin, B2-
MG) K-S IE A6, 5 sVEGFR2 | il 41 85 1 7K - &
AR, I RBFSE & B0, MM A 3% %% VEGF 1 B2-
MG K- 8 74 &, ¥R Y7 )5 IL7E VEGF Al B2-MG 7K
SE-HH W A, ELIMYE H GDF15 5 VEGF /K 37 5 1E A
X, %W GDF15 W] 2 5% VEGF-VEGFR {5 %
% DA SR I A AR R A, IE GDF1S KA
5 B sE R K 25 (hepeidin-25) | IMLIE AILEF R
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JoE Z RN 2R C. Al LA 36 -6 55 (1 K P AR TEAH O
PR GDFLS KT AR Ak AT 4R 78 MM i Ji i
SR B N ST A O R AR o Li A
— 5T T GDF15 23485 PEX%F MM 45 13 GDF15 7K
R, & B GDF15 3 ] 151059369 F1 151058587
B R0 4 A A A6 6 PR 5 0 A A —
KHK, {H GDF15 1Y 22 28 1% JF A 5% ) MM 8 2 1L
GDF15/KF-. TEIGIKIZEr , B2-MG J2& Al MM Jif
JeR ST B A I BRI RIS AR 2 — , i K
AT A5 B R A M FE R . GDF15 5 B2-MG
A5 1T bR B A O R UL GDF 15 X MM 83 67 4o
PR A T R BT S B AT AR AR R
BRI, 8B GDF15 76 MM 38958 T 24 | f 7% 45 A L )
fE T VR A Bl T 488 7= JH: & BIL I R0 28 1 4
THE 245

3 MM # GDF15 gy F 4k

MM 20 i 5 1 B R 58 v 0 2 S 4 L e 1A
T AR T A R B AR IR A S £
N RE i 2 A S B2 S MM A BRI RE Y
o N GDF15 5 A il A4S A0 1 2, o2
19p12-13.1 e fafhk , N & 755112974 1 800 bp, GDF15
HEE AT 167 D ZHEM A AL, 2853 Frain 3 4 /57
IJG R 73 b 3 A 0 AR B AR R F
8N A, p53 LR AR K 0 K F 1 (early growth
response 1, EGR1) & V8% GDF15 35 1 S HE N +,
Jo SE AT 5T B AN ML R A O R Bl S S
GDF15 33k, AL, PR P 519 R 3 2 L
FEE R BT N B AL B IR Y T
2a (eukaryotic translation initiation factor 2 alpha,
elF20) 2 W B2 AL IF 5 & N W BOG e sk I 1 4
(activating transcription factor 4, ATF4) F1 C/EBP [r]
P & H 5t (C/EBP homologous protein, CHOP) ) 3
R N GDF 1S Ay Rk i . LRk R T REA
o iR 1R 3% Ak 25 H #4 B (adenosine monophosphate—
activated protein kinase, AMPK) . 7] {2 # GDF15 19
FIRP H BRSO IER . B GDF15 8 H
SFFRAAE2S KD &AL, U mi R IkmE 2
FIIEHR Z v sl 3 23 WA 55 530 1) 7 AR 10
AL D D S R A B R S R B, X MM A B
TRE ™ A= 520 i) GDF15 F 2k | TH- # A 78 5 T
i fd (bone marrow mesenchymal stem cell, BMMSC) ,
FE 2 BMMSCs il MM 48 i (9 55 57 30 13, e B A
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BMMSCs 2341 GDF15 2]l 41, 5% BMMSCs 114
GDF15 mRNA 1] 41 Jf1 4b 43 W5 1) GDF15 25 1 K F
¥ IE R BMMSCs = i 448 , H BMMSCs 5 1E & J 241
UL %) 42 -t TT 375 5 BMMISCs 7 2E 3143 W GDF 15424
AR MM 41 it 55 356 S5 440 e R] %) A= 38 ) B 9 4 2 A
Y Bl R B A AR 19 GDF 1S &4 B T MM 411 i
G EENEZ —,

4 GDF15{2i# MM 4 K FnigsE

GFRALJE GDF15 ) F B2 4K, 1652 VR i 24 IR
i RET i £ 7E T , GFRAL 5 GDF15 45 & A i T
Ui & H 4  B (protein kinase B, PKB, Akt) JEAME
ST I (extracellular regulated protein kinase , Erk)
TV B 156 UL IS4 S 1k % B 8t C (phosphatidylinositol—
specific phospholipase C, PI-PLC) {5 5 1 #§'>', 4k
17, 75 MM 1 GDF15 /& 7538 i3 GDF15/GFRAL/RET il
WO M N AF 5 30 A 4GB . Tanno 555l 1 MM
Y SE V5T RSB0 B A6 T GDF15 X MM 41 fifd i) fig 344
FHAKCR O B GDF 15 AT 755 MM R I 40 AT A
X 2 MM 20 i 4 455 B i — Fh 7 200 IZBFSEIESE
GDF15 T 75 S B AH MM 40 0 i /I BRU& A= g, 1 54
GDF15 % i MM /)N BT H o] &I 2N TeGr #2455
FE SR A0, BN A A2 3 g 5 .l
159 1 Yok FR R LN 19 GDF 15 o T4 2 A
T RIS TE (B A MM IR ROAEE T R S AR
GDF15 i3 Fk i) R b A FTFE

TEAE FIALE D7, N T 5201 GDF 15 l 75 i
1% MM 20 i) Ak {5 508 % L fE F SOX2 #% 5% (H 1
#9235 , IF I ¥4 Bmi—1 (B lymphoma Mo—MLV inser-
tion region 1 YRR R . KAEIESmAS RNA SOX2 #
A SRS ] T AR A TR B miR—143=3p , fiff B
X 4 8] L Bz % 45 IR - (cellular—mesenchymal ep-
ithelial transition factor, c—MET) [ & a) 39 i /E
FHEY, IR0 2E MM 45 B 200 e 00 26 R R 5
Bmi—1 J2& 1 Ifil 20 A 5 ST A b AR — B
U Akt A5 530 BN JS AT R T 2 e B R
SEOBT , A5 S KT b 67 8 42 240 B J) 400 3R M R 13
iy 4 A1 3 2 11 2 DA BRG] A8 A S (] (INK 4o/ ARF)
M p53 AR IK , 5 B I8 722 I 24 455 9 20 L ) A 1K
TR 53— WU B SRS , Bmi-1 7] L2 5 5]
i 98 7= %% K Bim (Bcl-2 interacting mediator of cell
death) 5% S B IR 07 A5 137 700 bp Ab , A JHFE AL A T
A Bim (R IX, IE [0 98 9 0 T4 i 4 API-5 /9
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Feik I UE MAPK (5 5@ % . Bmi-1 EREA BT
MM 4l i 7R A AF L i Bmi—1 2R 1 1T 5230 MM
A0 Caspase3 B9 0I5 sh i TR, fd MM 41 it
EVEBAE L Bmi-1 182 5 mTOR \NF-«B %5
538 S P R A | T ok S 3 Y O AT 25 T A
It S 3 B kR R T, LA R P SRR 40 A A A g
R LR e £ S

5 GDF1518i#t MM ¥ 7%

A EEFNR IR 2 B 7% B R A R AN [
A A A R T R S T s A U B
g A AR T A0 R R 2 AR A
Jei , TR e A0 L R A DR v R B B s R A
HAH L, X T A5 A MM R iR
S OR A 9 B A Yl 11 T 1 Aok 4 8 it 9 A i v i)
GDF 15, M T34 568 Ji 8 200 e i 12 4% #1412 2%, {H GDF15
Ty P45 MM 45 2 B AH G B 11 1 D g i AN BH A
AW, GDF15 5 TGF-B Z 1445 4 T s T il
Smad2/3 15538 . Smad {5538 % T 40 5l i e 200 A
o E 45255 1 (E-cadherin) (93635 , I-42 7 MMP9 il
] 75 55 b 7 9 N-cadherin ., MMP13 , VEGFA 25 {1 fith
JARERL I T 6351123 Smad {55 5 534 A 1E [7]
VE ¥ R 4 i #a 4k PR 7 52 44 4 (chemokine receptor 4,
CXCR4) W3Rk, CXCR4 TR 72 VRS 38 1Y MM 2
JiL 3 T 3k 3K, AT AR LB AR T ) A A AR 4
8 E-cadherin 23k . DjHEPE CXCR4 v] i i J&
20 M T 2 A 56 o A1 Bt A3 A IRL = 1 (stromal cell—
derived factor—1, SDF-1,8{FK CXCL12) £ )& 1T F 8%
A HABZ 2L, MM 4 il K 18 ) CXCR4 5 SDF-1 45
A e A bR A I PN B VR Bl TR S MM 4 A
EMT & 780 | WA 1T i 553 P 9 400 A 1) 285 A BE 0 80075
B TIRERY,

BE T GDF15 X MM 40 i A B (1) 5% 0 2 A1, Hox)
MM B ol P45 174 52 Mt 2 A1 1 I e A A 1 DG e PR
RZ—. AESEERG MM EF I GDF15 K
35w T 0 H W I B [ (1.05£1.26) ng-mL™ vs.
(0.66+0.46) ng-mL™", P<0.02], 2 [F by 6 50 36 15
H i) GDF15 ] {fi BMMSCs [7] A1 48 1 434k i fig
ZA5, T EMM BRI & A . GDFLS X3 5
PR -5 350 MM 40 L D56 D 3546 4 5 0 A
M4, SEIA ZURES B R e . LAk,
GDF15 i i3 TGF-B/Smad {5 51 [ 2 5 45 by 1
5 UMY A AR ST Bl OF RS A BE OA B L

SR Hesh& " E . RECAEZ IR
W] CXCR4/CXCL12 25 T {45 MM 4 i 1 5% 7% , (0
GDF15 Qi £ #F MM 5% B8 (e F A5 S Rl 42 1, % F
GDF15 X MM 41 Jitd A5 3 7)) G i) 5 22 5% ), LA
MM 4H 5% 7% LI AR ARG

— — —
itk Wi L

B 1 GDF1S iy # 5 - 3t J 272 MM 280 ff, o o 1 A AL
Fig. 1 Transcription and secretion of GDF15 and its mecha-

nism of action in MM cells

6 GDF15i% S MM By 245 1E

GDF15 ] 1% MM 4 it (9 Ake {5 538 B, IF
85 MM X 36 6 02 A oK R R IR B i 4 4 i
S 25 W) BT 2 PR L SR SR ML AT & B, GDF 1S
XF Bmi—1/Bim §ll K H: R % Bim 85 (4 B9 98 5 1 )
Al AESE MM P72 AE i 25 M 005G . BRI ST 1o
(hypoxia—inducible factorla, HIF-1a) ] 37% ERK1/2
Akt NF-«B {553 %, 42 2E MM 40 7 Survivin F1
2y 254 11 1 (multidrug resistance protein 1, MDR1)
[ ZE3R , FFAMHI Bim (9235, (15 MM 41 H0XT SE75¢
PR 2R T T ER Bmi—1 W] DL R A A
RS 35 T 1 590 1A (p21) AN U6 T 2K 1 Bax 19 4%
K, I Bel-2 2R 7K, 34 55 MM 41 i % 25 14
KA BEORAERT S e A, GDF1S W Al BE 1 i 5
BMMSCs £ 5 MM 4 i il 25 : BMMSCs 4314 (1) #a 1k A
FHAE 13(C-X-C motif chemokine ligand 13,CXCL13)
Al |3 BTK \NF-kB .BCL-2 MDRI1 [ 335 , H 58 MM
21 H X R AR K AT 2506 . GDF1S X MM 41 At 1)
AI7 DR VR P2 B 1, (R AR BIL ) o8 5 R AR
G, XS By PR T AR 5 i MM 24 19 2800 11 22
— . GDF15 MK 25 © 2 8 HoAth 52498 v 15 LA R
FH S5 e th BE 7R M 1V 2R S s v JELRR L
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ZHEPAEI RIS I, 58 SR IA 1 GDF15 72 i
MM A 77 A i 25 A RS e i R T — 2
(A IE T/ L AR 2 55 045 10 43 AL 6 R o0 4 1)
B HETAESY & B, B BRI 1) 5 I 4 3 1ot
43U GDF15 VEHF MM 40, 355 MM 20 59 Ake {5
S8 &,/ F SOX2/miR-143-3p/c-MET . Bmi-1/Bim
SR T T 2 R RS A OC A T s L
Casepase3 ,Bax,Bcl-2,Bim ,API-5 MDR1 il CXCR4
5. GDF1S A i e MM i) 9595 E 72 L L) L3R 97 4K
B EL A 2T A AT AR AR e 20 A A it 245 K
MHHe 1. GDF15 7 I AR v ] B 1) ifi 375 i g i ks
YrrE R X R A T3E— 2048 78 MM H GDF15 4
IR DA R

PL GDF15/GFRAL S #8 s 3697 Mg J& -+ 40 A il
SRR , H AT A 285X GDF15/GFRAL Y 5.
SEREDTAR R I THU I IAYT . GFRAL LSRR
il Ao AR AZ A 2570 GFRAL (%35, 7T 33 5
9o IO/ > BN 7 2o VR FE R B R Rl i
FETAH GFRALIA YT e o Jox 1) 5 1 1E A i —
s, R & 9 GDF15 BT (ponsegromab
TSR T AETRYT b 25995 T R0 77 36 8 1) I PR 3K
P . A, GDF1S B n] 45 T 41 A1 NK 41
FLXT i ges fé R AR AR SRR A T 2 AR 1
(programmed cell death protein 1, PD—1) 11 il 5] X F
AT PD—1 46 500 24 114 £ A RAT 2 A

B T 51 GDF15/GFRAL 4314 i) 25 ) 1 R H
A A IR Y O T AR AT B T LR IR
T b i 25 RN AL A 9T . GDFLS J& B Bt
AP LFREMM AT KGR RZ —, & 50
FE I A PR T i 25 S5 % (H GDF15 76 MM g AIL
Hl AT AR B AR ERA W K5 5o T8,
HJ& GDF15 G i 45 MM i 25 B i pLdl . |
T, 04 R A — 34X MM A GDF15/GFRALAH X254
IEFEWE A, XA 2 i — 2058 GDF15 5 MM N 7E
BRARMBSL ) 12—, FEIFFIES MM $1 GDF15 5
MDR1,CXCR4 75 S8 8 1 A9 AH B¢ 5 S R4 ALl
o R E— R 7R MM RS HIL Y ekt —4 . B K
GDF15 7E MM & £ (Tt 25 K i # vh i it 52 R AT B
T4+ X% GDF15/GFRAL B & B4 4 (A% A Y
TR 25
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